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denied him. Yet the very conditions which were imposed
enabled the pathfinder to display some master-strokes of
genius unconsciously. So long as a natural path for the
metals was available, he followed it. If his advance were
disputed by an obstacle he either removed or ran round it.
The hump was levelled and the depression was filled.
The rivers were followed so far as practicable along their
puzzling meanderings. He lifted the track several thou-
sand feet towards the clouds to gain the railway summit
of the range, and then dropped over the other side. In
one place among the snow-clad peaks he had to hew a
narrow shelf out of the solid rocky mass to wind round the
huge shoulder of a mountain. The wall of rock sheered up
on one side to a dizzy height; on the other way it dropped
for over a thousand feet into the river surging below.
The San Francisco division teemed with complex and
highly troublesome perplexities, but one and all arose from
the resistance of Nature, Yet they were slight in com-
parison with those which the engineers experienced as they
pushed forwards from the Missouri River. Here it was the
hostility of man which harassed them' The Indians,
driven from the eastern States by the march of civilisation,
resisted its further approach into their domain. Fierce
opposition was anticipated, but the results proved far more
serious than the most gloomy forebodings. At every turn
the savages swept down upon the little band toiling in the
solitude of the wilderness, and these organised onslaughts
became fiercer and fiercer as the base of operations was
left farther and farther to the rear. For every spike that
was driven, clinching a rail to its wooden cushion beneath,
an arrow sped from an Indian bow, to be answered by the
sharp crack of a rifle from the railway building forces.
History does not record how many navvies fell victims
to the noiseless weapon of the savages, or how many
Indians entered the Happy Hunting Ground by way of a
bullet. Yet the total of lives would outnumber the spikes
driven to secure the metals for the 1,800 miles between the
Missouri River and the Golden Horn.